Endrin-induced production of nitric oxide by rat peritoneal macrophages.
The effect of oral endrin administration to rats on the production of nitric oxide (NO) by peritoneal macrophages was investigated. Nitric oxide formation was measured as nitrite. Endrin (4.5 mg/kg) enhanced the secretion of NO by approx. 300%. The effect of endrin on NO formation was both dose- and time-dependent. Ellagic acid, which has been shown to be a potent antioxidant, inhibited the elevation of NO production induced by endrin. These results suggest that the toxicity of endrin may at least in part be due to the production of an oxidative stress.